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DC PUBLIC SCHOOLS OPEN ON MONDAY
I have received numerous calls today from teachers who are upset and angry about the Mayor’s decision to open DC Public Schools on tomorrow. Therefore my voice message tonight will address the Mayor’s decision to open DC Public Schools on Monday.  The WTU believes this decision shows poor judgment by the Mayor and places the safety of our students, teachers and all DCPS employees in jeopardy without any educational benefit to our students.  I have received calls from teachers who live both in the District and outside of the District who have clearly indicated that their streets and sidewalks have not been cleared and that they will not be able to get to work.   

Additionally, the Mayor made this decision while Metro has not yet informed the public whether or not it will provide bus service and above ground train service on tomorrow.  The federal government offices will be closed on tomorrow.  It appears that federal government officials and all surrounding local school leaders have taken a common sense approach to dealing with the impact of this weekend’s massive snow storm by placing the safety of their students and employees first.  It is obvious that Mayor Fenty and DCPS officials once again have demonstrated their lack of concern for the safety of all DCPS employees and students.  Moreover, for the Mayor or Chancellor to believe that by opening DC Public Schools on tomorrow they can achieve a productive day of education for students places them both out of touch with educational reality.  

 All teachers must make an individual decision on whether or not to go to school on tomorrow-pending individual circumstances. However, when the Mayor or Chancellor makes a decision that shows a disregard for our safety as teachers, and the safety of our students, we must stand up and make the appropriate decision for ourselves.  All teachers who feel that the Mayor’s decision to open school tomorrow jeopardizes their safety can send a clear message by putting your safety first and taking leave and I strongly encourage everyone to put your safety first.  You are entitled to use your leave and be sure to call in to your school and indicate that you are taking leave because you cannot get to work and your safety is in jeopardy.
You can view a copy of this voice message at your WTU email account.
Thank you for supporting the Washington Teachers’ Union.

